Rural Design Workbook Appendices:

E: Defining a Streambank

The diagram below provides a visual definition of the extent of a streambank. The distance
from the Mean High Water Line (MHWL) to the end of the bank as defined in codes and for the

use of programs depends on the slope of the bank.

For slopes of less than 45°, which are those that have a vertical rise of no more than one foot
per horizontal foot traveled (what is known as a 1:1, or 100% slope), the bank is defined as
extending for no more than 50 feet horizontally from the edge of the watercourse.

For slopes greater than 45° (those that have a rise-to-run ratio of greater than 1:1, or 100%),
the streambank extends to the crest of the slope or the first notable break in the slope.
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NOTE: A slope of 45° may
also be expressed as a 100%
slope or a 111 slope (rise : run).
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